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Disney's Steamboat Willie, one of the earliest Disney animated cartoons. Sound added in 1928. Museum of Modem Art.

Walt Disney changed the look, the sound. and the meaning of American culture. Born on December 5, 1901, in Chicago, Walter Elias
Disney moved with his family to a farm outside Marceline, Missouri, in 1906. Memories of Saturday morning trips to town. with its neat row
of storefronts. would later inspire the Main Street entrances to his theme parks. But in Marceline. and later in Kansas City. Disney learned
to draw and, as a teenage entrepreneur, founded an animation business that he moved to Los Angeles in 1923. One among many active
competitors in the field, Disney’s early films stood out for their strong storylines. When the New York distributor of his movies seized the
rights to his lead character (Oswald the Rabbit), Disney. according to legend, created Mickey Mouse on the long train trip home.
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