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At ACS, we’ve been enabling open access from the very beginning. From open access stimulus money to our 
partnerships to enable large-scale open access publication, we’ve made the innovations needed to empower authors 
to choose open access.

Even before Plan S encouraged wide adoption of open access publishing, ACS made sure authors had options. Prior 
to opening our journals to hybrid publishing in 2013, ACS freely allowed institutional repository deposits as part of 
every author agreement. More recently, ACS has been working to prepare the technological foundation needed 
to facilitate the Open Access movement. We’ve made significant investments in the systems and infrastructure to 
support the OA publishing transformation and will continue to invest in further development as the tools, systems, 
technologies, and processes evolve. In partnership with Copyright Clearance Center, we designed and developed a 
system that enables institutions to administer their open access publishing with ease.

ACS will continue to work with authors and institutions to enable the Open Access movement and to improve the 
world through the transforming power of chemistry. 

An Enduring Commitment to Open Science

ACS makes open access easy.
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AUTHOR-CENTRIC PROGRAMS/PROMOTIONS

READ+ PUBLISH AGREEMENTS WITH OVER 22 COUNTRIES AND 350+ INSTITUTIONS

OA Authors Offered 
Creative Commons 
Licenses 

Nine Fully OA Au Journals. 
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ChemRxiv is a free submission, distribution and archive service for preprints in chemistry and related areas. It is 
sponsored by ACS and other chemical societies around the world.

INSTITUTION-MANAGED PROGRAMS 
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ACS Central Science
ACS Central Science publishes the most compelling, important primary reports on research in 
chemistry and in allied fields, wherein chemical approaches play a key role. It is also the first fully 
open access journal published by the American Chemical Society.

ACS Central Science is entirely open access, with no subscription fees or article publishing 
charges for authors who publish under the default license CC-BY-NC-ND.

ACS Au Journal Program

For authors who desire or are required to publish in a fully open access journal, the ACS Au (Gold) suite of journals 
allows for the rapid dissemination of cutting edge, high impact research across the breadth of chemistry and all areas 
intersecting with chemistry. JACS Au was the first title to launch in 2020, and the remaining nine launched in 2021.
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Publish Open Access in Any ACS Journal
Beginning in 2013, ACS has provided the option to publish open access in any of our 60+ 
journals under our ACS AuthorChoice program. Authors may choose immediate or 12-month 
post-publication open access. Beginning in 2021, ACS will streamline the licensing process by 
using standard CC-BY and CC-BY-NC-ND Creative Commons licenses.

ACS Omega
ACS Omega is a global open-access journal for the publication of scientific articles that 
describe new findings in chemistry and interfacing areas of science, without any perceived 
evaluation of immediate impact. Authors can choose the CC-BY or CCBY-NC-ND license.
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Find out how you can 
participate in the open access 
movement as a partner with 
ACS Publications.  

Contact us at ACSPubsSales@acs.org  
to get started.
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Significant momentum
in ACS Read + Publish Agreements

ACS Read + Publish Agreements
Supporting the transition to open science
ACS Read + Publish Agreements sustainably support open access publishing by helping authors and institutions meet 
their publication goals in any of ACS’s premier journals, while ensuring that researchers have full access to ACS journal 
content. With an innovative publishing workflow developed in partnership with the Copyright Clearance Center, the 
Agreements give authors and administrators a seamless, time-saving publishing experience and support the open 
science movement.

90% more open access articles published under ACS Read + Publish Agreements*

*1Q YOY growth, 2020–2021


