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2 At the heart of meerkat family dynamics is a dominant pair, usually an alpha female and
her mate. This pair leads the mob, making key decisions, from where to forage to when to
move or hide from predators. In most cases, only the alpha female and her mate breed,
producing up to four litters annually. Other members of the mob, typically offspring from

previous litters or d family play significant roles in the
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In meerkat society, the alpha female holds the highest authority, often exhibiting assertive

subordinate females from breeding by intimidating them or even forcing them out of the

group. This prevents competition for resources within the mob and ensures that her
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